Interdepartmental Action Plan
for Civil Disturbances

The Department of Justice and the Department of De-
fense have a mutual responsibility in assisting the Presi-
dent to determine and implement the Federal response to
civil disorders.

The Attorney General advises the President on when
to invoke Federal military support, and the Secretary of
Defense provides the necessary military force.

Agreement

In 1969, Attorney General John N. Mitchell and Secre-

Military Police and Park Police on duty during a demonstration
in Washington, D,C,

Antiwar protests. United States involvement in Vietnam
was accompanied by a number of protest demonstrations,
many of which became violent, Demonstrations, sit-ins,
and building seizures usually were controlled by local
campus guards or local police, but National Guard units
and Federal forces also were employed on various
occasions,

Violence erupted during the Vietnam antiwar dem-
onstrations in Washington, D.C., in November 1969 and
on May 9, 1970. One major disorder which required
positioning of Federal troops occurred on May 3-4, 1971,
when various antiwar groups attempted to stop traffic
and take other harassing actions in order to close down
the Federal Government, Troops were called in to assist
the Metropolitan Police Department, although they did
not actually confront any demonstrators, and the Govern-
ment conducted business in a normal manner.
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